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Young voters crave intelligent discussion
By BRIAN M. ROSENTHAL

THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
SEATTLE — Jonathan Assink
is a lifelong Democrat and unabashed supporter of Barack
Obama.
But asked about the president’s plans for Social Security
and Medicare, the 29-year-old
shakes his head.
“There’s nothing there. It’s
just, ‘We’ll protect it.’ Well,
great, thanks. How?” said
Assink, who lives in Edmonds

Obama,
Romney
launch final
ad barrage

and works as a barista in Seattle. “At least the other side talks
about it.”
Assink is part of the generation
with perhaps the most at stake
and the least say in the future of
entitlement programs that have
long protected senior citizens but
may run out of money to do so at
the same level for future retirees.
Already
disproportionately
suffering from a weak economy,
young Americans say they’re
not counting on post-retirement

government help. And they are not
surprised that the debate over the
programs is being driven largely by
older people who wouldn’t suffer
under the most serious proposals
under consideration anyway.
If politicians did listen, they
might be surprised: Recent
survey data indicate that Americans ages 18-29, despite being
overwhelmingly liberal, support some conservative ideas
for changing the structure of
entitlement programs.

Jonathan Assink,
29, from Edmonds,
Washington, believes it
is important to address
long-term reform of
Social Security and
Medicare, and said
he is also open to
looking at private
options for Medicare,
as long as benefits are
maintained.

Roughly 86 percent of them
favor allowing workers to put
their Social Security taxes into a
private account, as some Republicans have proposed, according
to a November 2011 survey by
the Washington, D.C.-based Pew
Research Center. That’s much
more than the 52 percent of seniors who support the idea.
It’s unclear if the youngest
voting generation’s views on
entitlements will affect this
year’s presidential election.

ERIKA SCHUTLZ/
THE SEATTLE TIMES/MCT

BRIDGE DAY

By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
and MITCHELL LANDSBERG

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
MAYFIELD VILLAGE, Ohio —
While most of the nation watches
from a distance, President
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney
are running a climactic wave of
TV ads
making
final arguments
to voters
in nine
battleground
states
that illustrate each
OBAMA
side’s calculations
on how
to tip the
election.
T h e
campaign
ads
reflect the
tension
between
Obama’s ROMNEY
attempt to
maximize his edge among key
demographic groups, especially
women, and Romney’s hope that
public dissatisfaction with the
economy will override all else.
At the same time, both Obama
and Romney are targeting their
closing ads with regional appeals. Singled out for special
attention are seniors in Florida,
blue-collar workers in Ohio and
suburban women in Virginia.
In back-to-back ads dominating commercial breaks at all
hours of day and night, each
candidate has distilled his overall case to a few core points.
One of Romney’s most heavily run ads shows him attacking
Obama’s economic record at
their first debate, while the
president, appearing dejected,
looks down at his notes.
“I’m not going to raise taxes
on anyone,” Romney tells Obama
forcefully. “My plan is to bring
down rates to get more people
working. My priority is putting
people back to work in America.”
Obama’s latest ads highlight
signs of an economic rebound,
also portraying his Republican
challenger as a rich financier
who is out of touch with the
middle class.
All told, the campaigns and
their allies are projected to
spend $1.3 billion on TV ads,
according to Kantar Media/
CMAG, a firm that tracks political advertising.

Jumpers make leap of faith
By MARCUS CONSTANTINO

THE PARTHENON
Roughly 450 BASE jumpers from 41 states and
10 countries converged in southern West Virginia
this weekend for an annual event that, literally,
makes them want to jump off a bridge.
Bridge Day is the only day of the year when BASE
jumping from the deck of the New River Gorge
Bridge to the bottom of the gorge, 876 feet below,
is legal. U.S. Route 19 is closed in the vicinity of
the bridge for the festival, allowing the crowd of
more than 100,000 spectators to walk across the
3,030-foot-long bridge and peer over the safety
rail to watch the jumpers’ leaps of faith.
Miguel Chalmers, 29, of Durham, N.C., had Bridge
Day in his sights for years. Jumpers are required to
have at least 100 skydives or BASE jumps before
they can apply to jump at Bridge Day.
“I’ve known about it since before I skydived,”
Chalmers said. “It’s what I’ve been wanting to do.
I love it. There’s something really neat about this
to me.”
Chalmers shivered after making a water landing
on his third BASE jump of the day. Despite having
drenched clothes and an iPhone 5 in his pocket
that somehow escaped destruction, Chalmers was
all smiles as he recounted his splash into the river.
“This is my last pair of dry clothes, so that sucks,”
Chalmers said. “But it’s worth it. I almost made it…
Almost.”
Josh Threatte, 31, of Charlotte, N.C., was one of
many jumpers who made their first-ever BASE
jump – a jump from a building, antenna, span or
Earth. He said the experience was thrilling after he
got past his initial nerves.
“Man, it’s like no other,” Threatte said. “It’s a rush
you can’t explain. I don’t know, it’s pretty gnarly. I’m
definitely hooked.”
Chalmers was also a first-time BASE jumper at
the beginning of the day. He said the nerves kicked
in as he looked over the jumping platform.
“Honestly, the first (jump), I was scared,” Chalmers
said. “My heart was just pounding. I didn’t get nervous until today, but as soon as I jumped, it was just
quiet, it was calm, it was unexpectedly nice.”
Many jumpers aimed to land on a paper target on
the river’s west shore, but winds reaching more than
15 m.p.h. blew some jumpers into trees, spectator

areas and the cold waters of the New River.
Beyond the jumping platform, Bridge Day offers
180 food, craft and souvenir vendors on each end
of the bridge. Buses shuttle visitors to the bottom
of the gorge to see the jumpers glide in for their
landings, and the most adventurous of guests can
sign up for catwalk tours to watch the action from
the narrow walkway underneath the bridge deck.
Bridge Day is also the only day of the year when
rappelling and ziplining from the bridge is allowed.
This year, more than 300 rappellers descended from
the bridge to the river bank below.
These extreme sports, along with BASE jumping, come with risks. A skydiving veteran, Threatte
said the stakes are higher in BASE jumping than in
skydiving.
“The higher risk makes you a little bit more nervous,” Threatte said. “The fact you don’t have a
backup, you only get one chance at it.”
Three people were treated Saturday with minor
injuries. Three people have died in Bridge Day’s 33year history; the most recent death was Brian Lee
Schubert, 66, of Alta Loma, Calif., in 2006. According to reports, his chute never fully deployed and he
crashed into the New River at full speed.
The risks do not put a damper on BASE jumpers’
enthusiasm. Lonnie Bissonnette, of Canada, was
paralyzed from the waist down in a prior jumping
accident, but that did not stop him from driving his
wheelchair off the bridge and wheeling in to the
landing area.

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6 HI 77°

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Erika Terranova and her fiancée, Patrick, got
married on the jumping platform before taking the
plunge together into the gorge.
A diving board and catapult are available to
experienced BASE jumpers who want to take
a unique plunge from the bridge. The catapult,
which debuted at this year’s event, flings jumpers
20 feet vertically and 50 feet out from the bridge
deck into the gorge.

LO 54°

See JUMP | Page 5
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Emergency personnel assist the scene of a shooting rampage Sunday morning
at the Azana Salon & Spa in Brookfield, Wisconsin.

3 killed, 4 wounded by gunman in
suburban Milwaukee, suspect dead
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
(MCT)
BROOKFIELD, Wis. — Three
women were killed and four
were wounded in a shooting
rampage Sunday morning at a
spa in Brookfield, a suburb of
Milwaukee.
Radcliffe F. Haughton, 45,
of Brown Deer, the suspected
gunman, was found dead inside the Azana Salon & Spa
of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound.
Haughton’s estranged wife,
Zina, had reported Oct. 4
that her tires were slashed
while she worked at the spa.
Four days later, she obtained
a temporary restraining order against him, and he was
served with that order on Oct.
11, said Daniel Tushaus, the
Brookfield police chief.
On Oct. 18, a Milwaukee
court issued a four-year
restraining order against
Haughton.
It was not known if Haughton’s wife was a victim Sunday.
Police were still working to
identify the three women who
were killed, Tushaus said.
The four wounded women
— ages 22, 30, 32 and 40 —
were taken to a hospital in
Wauwatosa. All are expected
to survive, hospital officials
said Sunday evening. The
women were not identified.
One of the four was undergoing surgery early Sunday
night and was in critical condition. A second had already
undergone surgery, and was
in satisfactory condition. A
third patient was stabilized,
and scheduled for surgery
later Sunday night. A fourth
did not require surgery, but
was admitted, hospital officials said.
Details of the injuries, including the number of times
victims were shot, were not
provided. Dr. Gary Seabrook,
director of surgical services
at Froedtert Hospital, said

four patients were brought
to the hospital “with multiple gun shot wounds to their
extremities.”
The shootings sent people
scrambling to flee the spa,
including one woman who
ran, screaming, into traffic on
Moorland Road.
“She ran right out into the
street was pounding on cars,”
said David Gosh of West Allis,
who saw the woman running
into the busy street as he returned from duck hunting
earlier Sunday with his father, John, and a friend, Ben
Luedke.
Gosh said that moments
later, a man with a handgun
ran out and appeared to be
chasing the girl.
Just then, Gosh said, police
began streaming to the scene,
and the gunman, seeing them,
ran back into the building.
Gosh and his father were
fairly certain they saw the man
appear at an upstairs window
and pull a shade down.
John Gosh said he then saw
two women come out of the
building who had been shot.
Both were bloody, he said;
one appeared to be shot in the
leg and the other appeared to
have been shot in the back.
When officers got into the
building they found three
women, and helped the other
victims and others get out
of the building. There was
smoke in the building due to
a small fire in a hallway that
they believe was started by
the gunman.
Earlier, law enforcement
officials said they found an
improvised explosive device
in the building. But at the evening press conference, they
said the source of the fire was
a one-pound propane tank.
They were not sure if the suspect brought it to the salon or
if it was left by workers who
had done general contracting
work at the site.

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

ABOVE: Marvin Stone’s wife, Terry Stone, cuts the ribbon to the new reading room in the School of Journalism and Mass Communications. The
reading room was dedicated Friday to Marvin L. Stone, a Marshall University alumnus and long-time editor of U.S. News and World Report. INSET:
Terry Stone looks at memorabilia and a collection of her husband’s press passes hanging in the reading room.

MU journalism school dedicates
room to media icon, alumnus
By TESSA WOOTEN

THE PARTHENON
The W. Page Pitt School of Journalism
and Mass Communications held the dedication ceremony of the Marvin L. Stone
Reading Room on Friday morning.
Faculty, staff, students and family of
Marvin Stone attended the event, honoring the man who was famous for being the
long-time editor of U.S. News and World
Report.
George Arnold was a colleague of Marvin Stone and was one of the speakers
at the event. He said most people would
consider Stone the number one graduate
of the journalism program.
“We have these special areas in memory
of Marvin Stone because we want students to have special feelings about this
program,” Arnold said.
Along with the reading room in the
Parthenon suite there is also a library in
Smith Hall, room 330, in honor of Stone
with a Wall of Fame.
The reading room contains Stone’s life
story on the walls including articles he
wrote, his press passes, photographs and
certificates such as his diploma from Marshall College. The room also has digital
archives for students to access.
Students not only have a place to conduct research or do their own journalism
assignments, but they can also learn about
an accomplished writer who’s made a big

A packed room of journalism students, faculty, and friends and family of Marvin Stone filled The
Parthenon newsroom in the School of Journalism and Mass Communications on Friday for the
dedication of the Marvin L. Stone Reading Room.
impact on the university.
Michael Clark, a cousin of Marvin Stone,
also spoke at the event and said these areas are more than just study rooms for
students.
“They are a tribute to the memory of an
accomplished journalist,” Clark said.

Jamie Stone, Stone’s daughter, said at
16-years-old her father knew he wanted
to be a journalist and an editor. He succeeded in both of those aspects.
She told of how her father was always

See DEDICATION | Page 5

George McGovern, Democratic idealist and presidential candidate, dies at 90
By RICHARD E. MEYER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
George S. McGovern, an icon of
American liberalism who campaigned for the White House
with moral fervor against President Richard M. Nixon and the
Vietnam War but lost in a landslide, died Sunday. He was 90.
McGovern died early Sunday
morning while under hospice
care in Sioux Falls, S.D., said Steve
Hildebrand, a family spokesman. He had been hospitalized

MCT DIRECT

ABOVE: George McGovern, pictured in this 1996 file photo,
died Sunday. He was 90. McGovern campaigned for the White
House against President Richard M. Nixon and the Vietnam
War but lost in a landslide. RIGHT: McGovern is pictured with
President John F. Kennedy in this 1962 file photo.

for various illnesses and injuries
since taking a serious fall last
December.
McGovern, a three-term U.S.
senator from South Dakota, won
the Democratic presidential
nomination in 1972. His campaign against Nixon and the war
in Southeast Asia attracted millions of angry, anti-Establishment
voters, including women and minorities, students and idealists.
He also fell victim to some
of the transgressions of Watergate, the scandal that ultimately
forced Nixon to resign. But public outrage came too late, and
McGovern suffered one of the
biggest defeats in U.S. history.
His campaign left a significant
legacy, including his proposals, since fulfilled, that women
be appointed to the Supreme
Court and nominated for the vice
presidency. He inspired scores of
budding politicians: Bill Clinton

page designed and edited by JOHN GIBB | gibb@marshall.edu

was his Texas coordinator before
becoming governor of Arkansas,
then president. Gary Hart was
his campaign manager before becoming a senator from Colorado,
then a candidate for the White
House.
McGovern was a die-hard idealist. His electoral loss embittered
him, but not for long. He never
abandoned his optimism or his
faith in humanity. Neither did he
give up his devotion to liberalism
or what colleagues called his extraordinary sense of decency.
McGovern was one of the first
senators to warn against involvement in Vietnam, in 1963. Two
years later, he opposed extending
the fighting into North Vietnam
and called the war a “moral debacle.” After Robert Kennedy was
assassinated during his run for
president, McGovern mounted
his first campaign for the White
House. He was defeated at the

1968 Democratic Convention.
On Election Day, he won only
Massachusetts and the District
of Columbia. He stands tied with
Walter F. Mondale, who lost to
Ronald Reagan, for the worst
state-by-state defeat in U.S.
history.
In 1974, McGovern won reelection to the Senate.
In 1984, he ran again for president, preaching a resolutely
liberal message.
When he failed to place second
in the Massachusetts primary, the
only state that had voted for him
12 years before, he withdrew.
In 2000, Clinton awarded him
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian
honor. A year later, the U.N. made
him its first global ambassador to
ease hunger. In 2008, McGovern
and his former Senate colleague
Bob Dole, R-Kan, shared the
World Food Prize.
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FOOTBALL STANDINGS

EAST DIVISION
UCF
EAST CAROLINA
MARSHALL
MEMPHIS
UAB
SOUTHERN MISS

W
3
4
2
1
0
0

Overall
L
0
1
1
2
3
3

W
5
5
3
1
1
0

C-USA

			

L
2
3
4
6
6
7

TULSA
SMU
HOUSTON
TULANE
UTEP
RICE
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W
5
2
2
1
1
0

Overall
L
0
1
1
2
3
4

W
7
3
3
1
2
2

			
L
1
4
4
6
6
6
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Marshall football
Earth, Wind
Thundering
impressive
in
59-24
win
and Fire
Herd effort

Column

By JEREMY JOHNSON

SPORTS EDITOR
In 1971 the American
band Earth, Wind and
Fire was formed. The
2008 New York Giants
running back tandem
of Brandon Jacobs, Derrick Ward and former
Marshall
University
running back Ahmad
Bradshaw, were nicknamed after the famous
musical group. Jacobs
the earth, Ward the
wind, and Bradshaw
was the fire.
Is it to early to label the
freshman trio of running
backs for the Thundering Herd as Earth, Wind
and Fire?
In Saturday’s win
against Southern Miss
the freshman trio of
Kevin Grooms, Steward Butler and Remi
Watson combined for
246 yards against the
Golden Eagles. Butler
led the charge with 12
carries for 119 yards
and two touchdowns.
Butler finished with 75
yards and a touchdown
on seven carries and
Watson added 57 yards
and a touchdown on 10
carries.
Watson, “earth,” is
the biggest of the three,
at a solid 202 pounds,
and is head coach Doc
Holliday’s go-to-back
when the Herd is on
the goal line. Watson
punched the ball in
from three yards out
to give Marshall a 10-3
lead at the end of the
first quarter.
Butler, “wind,” reads
opposing defenses and
finds running lanes
with rather ease. Seven
carries was all Butler
needed to pick apart the
Golden Eagles defense,
averaging 10.1 yards per
carry to go along with a
54-yard touchdown run
in the fourth quarter.
Grooms, “fire,” is able
to make defenses look
foolish at times with
quick moves downfield
and then he turns on the
jets and with his 4.29
speed. Grooms blazed
through the second
and third quarters with
a touchdown in each.
Grooms had a 64-yard
touchdown run in the
second and an 11-yard
touchdown in the third
quarter.
Watson, Butler and
Grooms compiled 246
yards with four touchdowns and yet it was the
running backs second
best performance of the
season. The top performance was against Rice
on Sept. 22 as they tallied
a season-high 353 yards
and six touchdowns.
Earth, Wind and Fire
or Watson, Butler and
Grooms, feed off of one
another and push themselves to be great every
time they touch the ball.
On Saturday night Watson, Butler and Grooms
were each a “Shining
Star.”
Jeremy Johnson can
be contacted at johnson783@marshall.
edu.

Column

HERDZONE
Marshall received a career-high 119
yards rushing from Kevin Grooms and a
standout effort from its defense in a 5924 win over Southern Miss Saturday at
M.M. Roberts Stadium.
The Herd defense held the Golden
Eagles to 331 yards, the fewest by a Marshall opponent all season. With solid
defense and a season-best 629 yards of
total offense, Marshall improved to 3-4
on the season and 2-1 in Conference USA.
Southern Miss fell to 0-7 overall, 0-3 in
the conference.
Sophomore quarterback Rakeem Cato
completed 31-of-41 pass attempts for 340
yards and three touchdowns. He completed
11 of those passes to sophomore Tommy
Shuler for 111 yards and two touchdowns.
Grooms’ 119-yard effort came on
12 carries and was paced by a 64-yard
touchdown run, 1-of-2 scores for him.
Marshall’s two other freshmen running
backs also had productive days. Steward
Butler had seven carries for 71 yards,
including a long of 54 yards and a score.
Remi Watson ran for 56 yards on 10 carries and a touchdown.
Marshall never trailed in the game,
jumping out to a 3-0 lead after a careerlong 44-yard field goal by Justin Haig and
then 10-3 after a 3-yard run by Watson.
After a fumble recovery by Jermaine
Holmes, the Herd took over from the
Golden Eagles’ 29-yard line and needed
just three plays to score on a 14-yard
pass from Cato to Antavious Wilson. Marshall led 17-3 toward the beginning of
the second quarter.
After a Southern Miss punt, Marshall
started at its own 15-yard line and on the
first play of the drive, turned it over via a
Cato interception which was returned by
Kalan Reed for a touchdown.
With a 17-10 lead, Marshall scored on
the very next drive. Grooms took the ball
for a 64-yard touchdown run, the longest
rush by the Herd this season to go up 24-10.
After Southern Miss scored on a 9-play
drive, Shuler’s 25-yard touchdown catch
from Cato capped a 5-play 69-yard drive
to give Marshall a 31-17 lead at halftime,
the most the Herd has scored in any half
this season.
The second half started with a threeand-out by the Herd defense. Marshall
then scored on each of its next two drives.
The first was a 1-yard pass from Cato to
Shuler. The second was an 11-yard run

By ADAM ROGERS

BRAD HELTON | HERDZONE

Marshall University running back Kevin Grooms runs for a touchdown Saturday night against
the Southern Miss Golden Eagles. Grooms finished the game with 12 carries for 119 yards
and a pair of touchdowns.
from Grooms to give the Herd a 45-17
lead with 5:30 to play in the third quarter.
The Herd defense came up big again as
Billy Mitchell forced the Golden Eagles’
running back Tyre Bracken to fumble on
the 1-yard line which was recovered in
the end zone by Armonze Daniel.
Marshall’s next score came on a 54yard run by Butler to increase the lead to
52-17 with 10 minutes to play.
With the game out of hand, sophomore
Blake Frohnapfel took over with 8:30 to
play in the game. He, along with running
back Essray Taliaferro led a 9-play 58yard drive which ended on a 1-yard run

by Taliaferro.
Southern Miss finally got on the board
with its final possession of the half, a 12yard run by Arsenio Favor, to make the
final score 59-24.
Quarterback Anthony Alford completed 9-of-21 pass attempts for 65
yards. The Herd defense sacked him
three times, the most this season, led by
Brandon Sparrow with two. Eight USM
players had at least two rush attempts,
led by Kendrick Hardy’s 50 yards.
Mashall will next be in action when it
hosts UCF next Saturday at 8 p.m. The
game will be broadcast on CBSSN.

After UCF sophomore Jennifer Martin
scored a header that would become the
match-winner, junior Ashley Nicol followed with a header of her own just 43
seconds later to double the lead.
UCF added a third strike in the closing minutes of the first half from Kayla
Darden to surge ahead by three.
In the second period, goals from Kristina Trujic (61’) and Nicolette Radovcic
(84’) added to the UCF advantage.

Marshall was outshot 23-3 in the loss,
including 12-1 in shots on goal. Senior goalkeeper Lindsey Kerns made seven saves.
Sunday’s loss saw Thundering Herd senior Sarah Vinson set the Marshall record
for career starts (75) as the defender/
midfielder from Amelia, Ohio surpassed
Lindsey Jayjack who set the former mark
of 74 in 2002.
Marshall returns to the pitch Thursday at
7 p.m. at ECU in Greenville, N.C.

MU Women’s soccer suffers 5-0 loss to UCF
HERDZONE
Three first-half goals helped lead No.
21 UCF past Marshall’s women’s soccer
team 5-0 in front of a crowd of 378 Sunday afternoon at the UCF Soccer Complex.
Marshall fell to 7-10-1 (2-6-1 Conference USA) while UCF, which won its third
straight shutout victory, improved to 134-1 (7-3-0 C-USA).
The Knights opened the scoring in
the 12th minute and never looked back.

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
So Marshall traveled
to Hattiesburg, Miss.,
and came back to Huntington with a 59-24
victory over Southern
Miss.
The Thundering Herd
is now with three wins on
the season and has five
games still left to play.
The Herd played a total team game in the win
over the Golden Eagles.
So how did Marshall
play a total team game?
Well how about a glance
at some statistics.
The offense scored on
six of seven red-zone
chances and five of those
were touchdowns.
The defense kept
Southern Miss out of the
red-zone all but twice
and allowed just one
touchdown, which came
with 2:03 left in the
game.
Freshman punter Tyler Williams only came
out to punt three times,
but averaged 41.3 yards
a kick and had zero returns against him.
Sophomore
place
kicker Justin Haig was
perfect on extra points
and was 1-2 on field goals.
The miss came on Marshall’s opening drive, but
Haig redeemed himself
with a new career-long
of 44 yards at the 7:17
mark in the first quarter.
The offense amassed
629 yards of total offense, while the defense
held the Golden Eagles
to 331 yards (119 yards
less than its average).
When the offense puts
up those types of numbers and scores in the
red-zone, the defense
makes good adjustments
and limits the big play
and special teams does
its job, Marshall will win.
No duh, right?
Well those don’t always happen at the same
time.
So here’s hoping the
Herd can put it all together for the remainder
of the season.
Adam Rogers can
be contacted at rogers112@marshall.edu.

Thundering Herd volleyball falls short in pair of weekend matchups
By LAKE MOREHOUSE

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall women’s volleyball team fell short in its
“Dig For The Cure” weekend
matchups at the Cam Henderson Center.
Pink pom-poms, uniforms
and other athletic accessories
could be found decorating
“The Cam” on Sunday when
the Thundering Herd faced the
Memphis Tigers. In honor of
October being Breast Cancer
Awareness month, Marshall
displayed its dedication to the
cause by wearing pink jerseys
against the Tigers.
The
Thundering
Herd
snapped their perfect home
record Friday with a 3-2 loss
to the University of AlabamaBirmingham. Marshall went up
early with a 2-1 set advantage
against UAB, but conceded the

final two sets losing 3-2. Junior
outside-hitter and Clarksville,
Ind. native Laura Der led the
way Friday with a match-high
26 kills, accompanied by 16
digs, giving her a double-double.
Sunday’s matchup against
Memphis held a similar storyline to that of the UAB match
for Marshall. The Thundering
Herd struck first, going up 2-1
over the Tigers, but lost the
remaining two sets (23-25,
13-15). Marshall undermined
itself with numerous unforced
errors, tallying 18 service errors on the day.
Marshall Head Coach Mitch
Jacobs said his team needs to
improve its end of match play.
“We have to find a way to be
confident and remember what
it is to finish,” Jacobs said.

See VOLLEYBALL | Page 5

LAKE MOREHOUSE | THE PARTHENON

Marshall University’s volleyball team awaits a serve from the Memphis Tigers on Sunday at the Cam
Henderson Center. The Herd wore pink in honor of October being Breast Cancer Awareness month.
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Column

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

ONLINE POLLS
Who do you think made the best
points in the second Presidential
Debate?
n Obama
n Romney

PHOTO EDITOR

TYLER KES

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Interest in South
America could be
too little, too late
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The following are the results from the most recent poll
question: Who do you think made the best points in the Vice
Presdiential Debate?
n Biden
n Ryan

58% - 37 votes
42% - 27 votes

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
Editorial

Don’t question low gas prices, just fill up

Tri-State area residing West Virginians and Kentuckians can
cross the border into Ohio and get gas 40-50 cents cheaper per
gallon than here in the Mountain State.
Now, this is not the first time gas has been significantly cheaper
in Ohio than the other two members of the Tri-State, however, it
does seem a bit odd that gas has shot back down so dramatically
so close to Nov. 6 – also known as Election Day.
Coincidence?
Perhaps – perhaps not.
Regardless of whether a serendipitous moment or political ploy,
Southern Ohio residents and those of us lucky to live near there,
can fill up for dollars cheaper than at the local pumps.
Praise be to the gas gods.
Or perhaps the praises go to President Obama?
No uneducated person knows.
Regardless, you now have both sides of the fence going so far
out of their way to be hypocrites it is beyond funny.
Let’s try a couple scenarios shall we:
BEFORE THE DROP
Republicans: President Obama is raising gas prices to bring
down America!

Democrats: The President doesn’t control gas prices you crazy
people!
AFTER THE DROP
Democrats: How wonderful, President Obama is lowering the
prices to help hard-working Americans!
Republicans: The President doesn’t control gas prices you crazy
people!
See the problem?
The truth is oil is a globally traded good and the President has
very little, if any, true control over the prices we pay to fill up our
vehicles.
Want an example?
President Bush, who was very pro-oil, came into office with
regular gas averaging $1.45 a gallon. By June 2008, that price had
risen to $4.05 – so unless Bush had a secret hatred of oil let’s just
assume gas prices go a little beyond our President.
So we can sit here and go round and round about how the gas
prices shooting down are a not to subtle ploy of President Obama
to win over a swing state – or we can cross the border and keep a
little green in our wallets.
The choice is yours.

By JULIA GREENWALD

AMERICAN U. VIA UWIRE
Hugo Chávez was re-elected president of Venezuela, a position he has held for 13 years, on Oct. 7. His re-election not only
has grand implications on Venezuela and South America but
also on the United States. Nevertheless, this significant event
has seen little attention by both the U.S. media and its citizens.
In a phone call aired on state-run television around midevening during voting day, Chávez said these elections “will be
a triumph for democracy” and asked that there be no violence.
However, all those familiar with Chávez and Venezuela
know that there was nothing democratic about these elections; instead, they were riddled with corruption.
“Half of Venezuela is speechless,” engineer Alejandro Colmenarez, 32, told USA Today of the re-election of Chávez to
a fourth term as president. “We were looking for something
better after 14 years.”
Although there is no concrete evidence that corruption took
place, there are indicators of Chávez’s unfair advantage.
Chávez’s opponent, Henrique Capriles, spoke against the reelected president’s use of the country’s oil money as bribes
to gain supporters in the form of “vote-buying” through giveaway programs targeted at the poor.
“The use of state oil funds for this kind of electioneering
is driving Venezuela’s budget deficit for the year to the astounding level of 20 percent of GDP, an incredible figure for
an oil-exporting economy at a time of very high oil prices,”
Capriles said.
Chávez and his regime also control and manipulate the mass
media in Venezuela, specifically the television system. Broadcasters covered hours of Chávez’s campaign trail but devoted
limited coverage to Capriles’ campaign and events.
The Venezuelan government under Chávez also relies on
a constant atmosphere of threats. Under Chávez, there have
been high crime rates, and the police often do not provide protection but instead aid criminals.
Venezuela sits on the largest oil reserves in the world and is
a major petroleum exporter to the United States. Despite this,
Chávez’s problems with the U.S. are plentiful. Chávez is not
only a supporter and admirer of Fidel Castro but is also allied
with Iran’s Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. He also often rails against
the U.S. and its “imperialist allies.”
Other countries in South America are following his lead,
promoting corruption, socialist democracy and an anti-U.S.
sentiment. In September, thousands of Argentines protested
against President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner due to
corruption scandals, violent crime and her ever-tightening
controls over the economy. Many Argentines fear the female
populist president will do away with term limits and extend
her rule due to her control of Congress.
As Americans, we have to pay attention to the lack of democracy and increased corruption in South America. While
our relationship with Venezuela is rocky, our economic ties
with them are important. With other South American powers
following in Chávez’s footsteps, we can see possible long-term
problems economically and in regards to foreign policy.
While South America is no Middle East, it cannot be ignored. We may find that our interest in the region is too little,
too late.
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Clean coal debate boils down to debate on size of government
By HANNAH DANKBAR

IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
As Election Day nears,
don’t worry about trying to
understand every issue the candidates discuss. Instead, look at
the effects of those ideas. There
are so many issues that come
up in the presidential race and
it is next to impossible for voters to be knowledgeable about
all of them.
It is possible for voters to
look at the candidates’ stance
about the appropriate size of
government and from there
make a reasonable decision
of who to vote for. For example, the debate about clean
coal actually boils down to
a debate about the size of
government.
But what actually is clean
coal and why are we hearing
about it?
I watched the first presidential debate Oct. 3, with
my roommates who major in
chemistry and environmental
science. At a comment made
about clean coal, they burst out
laughing, saying there was no
such thing. Also, this term has
made its way into political ads.
So I decided to look into it a
little more.
In the presidential race, we
have seen two distinct opinions
develop.
President Barack Obama
believes in the investment in

green energy. In the past four
years, Obama has won more
than $10 billion in private
investments toward green
energy. He plans to promote research and investment in green
energy, including clean coal
technology, and regulations on
harmful energy production.
This belief calls for the
federal government to take responsibility. This is consistent
with his stances on other issues, such as healthcare, jobs
and education.
Republican candidate Mitt
Romney does not go into detail
about clean coal on his website.
But he believes that energy
production should be able to
control energy production, and
it should be certified by federal
agencies, but led by individual
states. This means that each
state could decide how clean its
energy is.
This side calls for the federal government to play a more
limited role, and for the states
to play a larger role. This is
consistent with his stances on
Medicare and education.
Regardless of who you believe should be responsible for
the future of this technology,
the federal or state government, clean coal could be a very
important technology to the
future of the production of energy in America. It is something
that people should be aware of,

page designed and edited by EDEN ADKINS | adkins778@marshall.edu

especially in a state that promotes their interest in green
energy.
The term “clean coal” was
created by R&R Partners. These
are the people who brought us
the popular “what happens in
Vegas, stays in Vegas” slogan.
Big companies, such as Duke
Power, Peabody Energy and
BHP Billiton, latched onto this
term by producing a multimillion dollar campaign. They
spent $35 million in 2008
alone.
The term “clean coal” refers
to the technology used to limit
the environmental effects of
coal.
Coal as an energy source
is very important. The International Energy Agency
estimated that 70 percent of
the energy used between now
and 2050 will come from fossil fuels, such as coal. It is also
known as the dirtiest form of
fossil fuel energy.
When burning coal for energy, carbon dioxide, sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxides are
released into the atmosphere.
These chemicals can cause acid
rain, water pollution and human health problems.
There are five types of clean
coal technology that stand out:
coal washing, wet scrubbers,
electrostatic
precipitators,
gasification, and carbon capture and storage. These

technologies use a variety of
methods, but one common
factor is that each of these technologies is very expensive. The
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change estimated that
carbon capture and storage
could add between 50 to 100
percent to coal energy costs, an
increase that many companies
and Americans are uncomfortable with.
This presents a valid business
concern, but it is also a valid demand. If we know the source of
multiple problems, shouldn’t a
solution be demanded? The use
of coal is causing serious harm
to our health and environment;
therefore it is not out of line for
the government (or anybody)
to demand an alternative or at
least a reduction.
Also, data from demonstration storage projects will not
be available until 2013. This
means construction on the
first carbon capture and storage plants will not start until
at least 2020, which means
there is plenty of time to debate
about which type of technology
will be the most practical and
create an effective plan.
As Election Day draws near,
look at the stances each candidate takes and then think about
what the implications of those
stances will look like for our
nation. Then you will make an
informed decision.
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Romney, Obama divided over social issues
By ANITA KUMAR

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
WASHINGTON — The economy still may dominate the
nation’s priority list, but a
nation divided in its values continues to passionately debate
social issues: abortion, birth
control and gay marriage.
The nation’s view of gay
rights is evolving. After a string
of 32 states passed bans on gay
marriage, four more states are
poised to vote this fall _ Maine,
Maryland, Minnesota and
Washington _ and analysts say
one or more could vote in favor
of gay marriage.
Many are debating who
should pay for contraception,
a new issue since President
Barack Obama’s administration
this year ordered insurance
plans to cover contraception, at
no cost to women.
And nearly four decades after the Supreme Court legalized
abortion, the issue remains
unsettled, with proposed restrictions pushing the issue to
the forefront once again.
At the top of American politics, Obama and Republican
rival Mitt Romney hold very
different views. Obama is the
social liberal, supporting access
to abortion without restriction,
mandating free contraception for women, and changing
his mind this year to endorse
gay marriage. Romney is socially conservative, opposing
gay marriage and abortion
rights, and saying the government should not mandate free
contraception.
Here’s where the two major-party candidates stand on
these major issues:

GAY MARRIAGE

Obama this year became the
first sitting U.S. president to

Volleyball

Continued from Page 3
Jacobs said he looks for his
team to regain its identity
during its upcoming away
matches.
“We are the same team, but
we are just not playing the
same,” Jacobs said. “Hopefully
we will figure things out on our
very long road trip coming up.”
Der, along with senior Katy
Schad, handled the offensive
load against Memphis for the
Thundering Herd. Schad had a
match-high 22 kills, while Der
added 19.
Despite her affective individual performance, Der said
she was not pleased with the
team’s overall performance.
“We just didn’t capitalize
on the opportunities that we
were given,” Der said. “Memphis just outplayed us and
outworked us. You never want
that to happen on your home
court.”
Der said the team can’t be
overly consumed with the loss
to Memphis.
“We have three weekends left
of the season so we can’t just
drop our heads and let this loss
dictate what’s going to happen
from now on,” Der said. “We
could sit and sulk about this
loss, but that’s when it becomes
a bad loss, when we don’t move
on from it.”
Der, who is now ranked No.
31 in the NCAA for kills with
4.23 per set, said she was glad
to pay tribute to Breast Cancer
Awareness.
“Being college athletes, we
don’t always get a chance to
make a difference because
we’re always so busy,” Der
said. “It’s great that we can use
the platform we have to raise
awareness in our own special
way.”
Marshall takes the road for
its next match Friday, Oct. 26 at
8 p.m. to face the Southern Miss
Golden Eagles.
Lake Morehouse can be
contacted at morehouse1@
marshall.edu.

endorse same-sex marriage,
though he said the matter
should be left to the states. The
change came in May amid pressure from gay rights activists
and some members of his own
party, including Vice President
Joe Biden.
Obama has supported other
gay causes — including repealing the military’s requirement
that gay service members keep
their sexual orientation secret
and offering LGBT workers _
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender — family leave, but he
had long insisted his views on
gay marriage were “evolving.”
He said he reached his decision
after speaking with his wife,
Michelle, and contemplating
his religious beliefs.
“When we think about our
faith, the thing at root that we
think about is, not only Christ
sacrificing himself on our behalf, but it’s also the Golden
Rule, you know, treat others
the way you would want to be
treated,” he told ABC News.
Obama opposes the Clintonera Defense of Marriage Act,
which bars the federal government from recognizing
same-sex marriage even for
couples married under state
law. He says the 1996 law that
defines marriage as between
only one man and one woman is
unconstitutional and directed
the Justice Department to stop
defending the law in court.
Romney opposes same-sex
marriage and civil unions but
does not object to benefits for
homosexual couples.
Romney would preserve the
Defense of Marriage Act and
fight for a similar federal constitutional amendment, which
could not be altered by individual states.
Nearly two decades ago,

Dedication

Continued from Page 2
thinking in a journalistic way, by
discussing current events with
his children and also editing
their writing - including their
letters from summer camp. She
said growing up with her father
taught her a lot of important
lessons.
“Three things I learned from
my father that a person needs
is a strong sense of identity, a
strong sense of purpose, and a
willingness to succeed,” Stone
said.
Clark also spoke of what he
learned from Marvin Stone.
Clark said he originally planned
to go into English and history
but Stone changed his mind.
“He was right, chasing the
news is great fun,” Clark said.
Monica Brooks, assistant vice
president for online learning
and libraries at Marshall, said
students and staff have been
very curious about the library
dedicated to Marvin Stone. She

Romney vowed to be a better
advocate for LGBT equality than
his opponent at the time for
the Massachusetts Senate seat,
Democrat Ted Kennedy, though
as governor he backed a failed
attempt to amend the state constitution defining marriage as
between a man and a woman.
“Marriage is a status. It’s not
an activity that goes on within
the walls of a state,” he said at
a debate last year. “ ... Our marriage status relationship should
be constant across the country.”

ABORTION

Obama supports abortion
rights, saying the government
should not intrude on private
family matters. “We shouldn’t
have a bunch of politicians, a
majority of whom are men,
making health care decisions
on behalf of women,” he said
this year.
He has picked Supreme Court
nominees who are believed to
be willing to uphold the Roe v.
Wade decision and likely would
do so with future picks.
He wants to maintain strict
limitations on federal funding
for abortions. After signing the
new health care law, he issued
an executive order restricting
federal funds for abortion. (The
law also requires states to offer at least one health plan that
doesn’t cover abortions, and
women who pick plans that
cover abortions must pay a fee
of at least $1 to a separate account to help ensure that no
federal dollars are used to support the procedures.)
Romney has pledged to appoint Supreme Court justices
who would overturn Roe v.
Wade.
Romney has said he would
support legislation to protect unborn children capable
said this has pleased her and she
would like for the curiosity to
push students to do more within
the library.
“My hope is that students do
more to utilize the collection
to help meet research needs,”
Brooks said.
Terry Stone, Stone’s wife, was
the final speaker at the event
and also had the honor of cutting
the ribbon to the reading room.
She has traveled multiple
times with Stone to Marshall
and said that attending this
in honor of him was a great
experience.
“He would really be proud of
it. Marshall was such an important thing for him,” Stone said.
Stone graduated from Marshall College, as it was called
then, in 1947.
Stone’s professor, mentor
and long-time friend was Page
Pitt, after whom the School of
Journalism is named.
Tessa Wooten can be
reached at wooten49@marshall.edu.

of feeling pain from abortion.
He has said he would reverse
Obama’s decision that lifted a
ban on federal money from being used to fund international
family-planning clinics that
promote abortion or provide
counseling or referrals about
abortions.
He called Roe v. Wade “one
of the darkest moments in Supreme Court history” — saying
the issue should be decided at
the state level — but would
not push for an amendment to
ban abortion. But, he said, if
Congress passed a bill banning
abortion he would sign it.
Romney had been supportive
of abortion rights when seeking
the Massachusetts governorship in 2002, but by 2006 he was
saying he was firmly anti-abortion. He allows for exceptions in
the cases of rape, incest and to
save the life of the woman.
But he caused confusion
when he said during a recent
visit to Iowa that there was no
abortion legislation that would
become part of his agenda.
Later, his campaign said he
would “support legislation
aimed at providing greater protections for life.”

CONTRACEPTION

Obama’s administration implemented rules that require
insurance companies and selfinsured employers to cover
contraceptives with no co-pay or
deductible. If a religiously affiliated
organization objects to providing
that coverage, its insurance still is
required to cover contraception at
no cost to women.
Obama also supports federal
funds for Planned Parenthood,
which provides many services
including birth control. The
organization says 46 percent
of its funding _ about $487.4

Jump

Continued from Page 1
Conor Ryan, 23, of Akron,
Ohio, was one of the inaugural jumpers to be flung from
the bridge.
“That was one of the
scariest jumps I’ve ever
done,” Ryan said. “It felt
like an amusement park
ride. I was facing the
wrong direction. I couldn’t
see where I was going to
go, so that made it that
much better.”
Chalmers said he was
hooked on BASE jumping after their first time
at Bridge Day. Many BASE
jumpers make their jumps
illegally, but Chalmers
said he wants to take the
safe and legal route to the
sport.
“I definitely want to meet
the right crowd,” Chalmers
said. “There are a lot of people that do it out there not
legally and stuff like that.

welcomes applications for spring 2012 editors

Available positions:

Executive Editor
Managing Editor
News Editor
Life! Editor
Sports Editor
Photo Editor
Digital Editor
Copy Editor
Assignment Editor
Photographer or Columnist
Application deadline is Friday, November 2
Interviews Friday, November 9

Applications are available in The Parthenon newsroom, Communications Building 109.
For more information, contact Sandy York at 304-696-2273 or sandy.york@marshall.edu.

The Parthenon is an Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer and welcomes diversity.
page designed and edited by SHANE ARRINGTON | arrington16@marshall.edu

On social issues
Where the presidential
candidates stand:

Romney

Obama

Same-sex
marriage

Opposes
gay
marriage,
same-sex
unions but not benefits
for gay couples; would
preserve the Clinton-era
Defense of Marriage Act
and fight for a similar
federal constitutional
amendment that could
not be altered by
individual states

Is the first
sitting
president
to endorse
gay marriage; says
issue should be
decided by states; says
the Defense of
Marriage Act (bars the
federal government
from recognizing
same-sex marriage) is
unconstitutional

Birth control

Wants insurance
companies to respond
to market forces, not
government mandates;
would eliminate federal
funding for Planned
Parenthood; switched
stance from pro-choice
to pro-life in 2005;
running mate Paul
Ryan cosponsored bill
that would give a
fertilized egg the same
rights as a human being

Under Affordable Care
Act, insurers are
required to cover
contraception in
employee health plans;
insurers must cover
birth control for free for
employees of
religiously-affiliated
institutions that oppose
plans paying for birth
control

Abortion

Opposes, but would
allow exceptions for
rape, incest, threat to
the mother’s life; would
support overturn of Roe
v. Wade; says issue
should be decided at
state level

Supports a woman’s
right to choose
abortion; opposes
efforts to restrict that
right at federal and
state level

Source: Christian Science Monitor, CNN, McClatchy Washington Bureau
Graphic: Judy Treible, Robert Dorrell
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million _ comes from the state
and federal governments.
Romney said he would rescind Obama’s policy as well
as the federal health care law,
both of which provide contraception without co-pays. He
backed a proposal in Congress
from Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., that
would have allowed insurers
and employees to deny coverage for birth control if they
found it morally objectionable.

The proposal failed.
Romney pledges to stop the
federal contribution to Planned
Parenthood and end spending
on family planning programs.
He has backed some personhood bills that some say ban
common forms of birth control,
but he said he would oppose
banning contraception. “Contraception, it’s working just
fine,” he said at a debate in January. “Just leave it alone.”

I want to get the best advice
and I don’t wanna get hurt, or
worse.”
Threatte said there is no
doubt he will be back for Bridge
Day next year.

“I’m hooked for life,” Threatte
said. “I’m doing it ‘till I can’t
walk no more.”
Marcus Constantino can be
contacted at constantino2@
marshall.edu.
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Magical world casts spell on
Huntington Museum of Art
By SARAH SMITH

THE PARTHENON
The Huntington Museum of
Art will host a Harry Potter and
the Permanent Collection Tour
on Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m.
The HMA hosts a themed
tour, including refreshments
on the fourth Tuesday of every month.
“All of the fourth Tuesday
tours are marketed to an
adult crowd, however some
of the themes certainly cross
the ages,” Cindy Dearborn,
museum and school’s coordinator, said.
Dearborn said the Harry
Potter tour will include several exhibits with Harry Potter
related items, excerpts of the
Harry Potter books being read,
Herbology and Potions will be
discussed in the Conservatory,

and wizard duels will be covered in relation to HMA’s
dueling pistols.
This is the second year the
HMA has conducted the Harry
Potter tour.
Ruth Ann Burke, weekend
receptionist at HMA, was at the
tour last year.
“Last year was nothing
but laughter, enjoyment and
praise as docents and volunteers guided visitors through
the museum, reading passages
from the various Harry Potter
novels and relating them back
to different galleries and art in
the museum, breathing life into
each and creating a beautiful
synergy of art and literature,”
Burke said.
Burke said everyone can enjoy this tour.
“The beautiful thing about
every fourth Tuesday tour is

the variety of subject matter
and theme so that anyone,
regardless of age or interest,
would enjoy the tour,” Burke
said. “They are educational,
engaging and a wonderful opportunity to learn about art
and the museum in your community in a relaxed, enjoyable
atmosphere. No knowledge
of the world of Harry Potter
or the world of art is needed
to be swept away in the
beauty and intricacies waiting to magically appear at the
museum.”
Refreshments including Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor Beans
and Butterbeer will be served.
Costumes are recommended,
but not required. Admission is
free.
Sarah Smith can be contacted
at
smith1682@
marshall.edu.
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TOP: Many “Potter” related foods will be offered at the Harry Potter and the Permanent Collection Tour on Tuesday. LEFT: Display of ‘wizard foods’ at the Huntington Museum of Art. RIGHT: Cindy Dearborn and Ruth Ann
Burke stand outside the HMA advertising Platform 9 3/4, the platform used to board the Hogwarts Express.

‘Paranormal 4’ is one trip too
many to ‘found footage’ well
By ROGER MOORE

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS
SERVICE (MCT)
The weakest, most derivative and funniest film in the
“Paranormal Activity” quartet still can claim that a few
of its cheap-jolts-that-passfor-frights work. So does my
ancient KitchenAid washer.
That doesn’t mean I’m not
bored with it and that I don’t
keep it out of sight in the garage.
It opens with a 2006 flashback, home movies of a toddler
being coddled by his “Aunt”
Katie, played by Katie Featherson, the young woman chased
by demons. “Hunter,” the baby,
“was never seen again.”
Cut to last November and
Nevada, where a family of four
meets a real “Danny doesn’t live
here, Mrs. Torrance” 6-yearold who’s moved in across the
street. Robbie (Brady Allen)
is a loner with scary eyes. He
whispers to an invisible friend,
clings to their son his own age,
Wyatt (Aiden Lovekamp), and
scares the willies out of nubile and curious Alex (Kathryn
Newton), 15, and her techsavvy Alex-lusting boyfriend,
Ben (Matt Shively, funny).
The teens’ late-night video
chats inspire Ben, when he
isn’t putting the moves on Alex,
to rig up computers to record
video in much of the house. So
whenever Alex says “It’s three
in the morning. And I just heard
a noise,” she picks up a laptop
and walks it downstairs to investigate. There’s a smattering
of cell phone and camcorder

footage, for those who like
to keep track of the “who?”
“why?” and “how?” this footage
is gathered.
Now, they’re shoehorning
homages to “The Shining” into
it, and delivering that staple of
modern horror, horny teenagers, to the peril.
A kitchen knife shows up, foreshadowing later events. Wyatt
rides his big wheel through the
frame, and chairs mysteriously
slide out to block his way.
The novel addition here is
making use of a phenomenon
of the video game age the dot
matrix that your xBox Kinect
uses to track movements for
you to play the game without
hand-held controllers. Point
a camera at a room where the
Kinect is on and the lights are
out and watch ghostly shapes
of little boys follow creepy Robbie around in the dark.
But even that isn’t that frightening. Mysteries are solved
so blatantly that there are no
surprises. So they resort to the
cheapest of cheap scares.
The lengthy lulls of surveillance footage that set up the
frights are as suburbanly bland
as ever. It’s just that our patience for them is gone.
Showcase that you’d expect
these hit movies to be, just try
(not too hard) to alert others
to the menace, sit back and let
things happen to you.
Just like the audience. At least
this time we, like they, know
this jig is up. Which is why they
went for laughs to break up the
monotony.
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